Housing Among Ventura County
USC Farmworkers Storymap

Roxanna Shabahang | USC

Founded in 1965, the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) is a pivotal regional planning entity
recognized as a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) and a Regional Transportation Planning Agency. Covering
six counties and 191 cities across a 38,000 square mile region, SCAG facilitates collaborative planning efforts to
develop comprehensive transportation plans, housing strategies, and air quality management plans that address the
diverse needs of Southern California. SCAG’s initiatives focus on fostering sustainable communities and enhancing
regional connectivity to ensure equitable growth and environmental justice across its expansive jurisdiction.

SCAG is dedicated to addressing the comprehensive needs of Southern California; this includes efforts to improve
housing affordability and quality for critical populations such as farmworkers in Ventura County. Ventura County
is pivotal to California's agriculture, supplying a significant portion of the state's produce. Farmworkers, central
to this success, face housing affordability issues, with many spending over 30% of their income on housing,
placing them in the 'cost-burdened' category. The goal of this project was to develop an ArcGIS StoryMap that
highlights this housing need and advocates for policies that provide these essential workers with affordable,
stable housing. This handout displays major findings included in the StoryMap.

In 2021, the State of California announced the Regional Early Action Planning Grants (or REAP 2.0) — a
$600 million program intended for metropolitan planning organizations (MPOs) to achieve progress
towards California housing, social equity, and climate goals through partnerships. REAP2.0 seeks to:
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Fair Housing (AFFH) facilitates housing supply, choice, & Traveled (VMT)
affordability

The Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) is set to administer approximately $246
million, primarily allocated to local cities and agencies through competitive grants to support planning
and implementation initiatives. A key initiative funded by these grants is the Sustainable Communities
Program - Civic Engagement, Equity, and Environmental Justice (SCP CEEE]). The program is designed to
foster collaboration between local jurisdictions and community-based organizations to develop inclusive
housing and land-use strategies.

A prominent project within this framework is the Ventura County Farm Worker Housing Study and
Action Plan. It is a concerted effort by the County of Ventura in partnership with House Farm Workers!,
targeting the housing needs of farmworkers and aiming to augment the affordable housing supply,
thereby improving their living conditions. This endeavor aligns with the overarching goal of increasing
housing accessibility for underserved communities in the region.
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Environmental Challenges
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Exposure to pesticides and chemicals in agricultural settings
heightens farmworkers' risks for respiratory diseases and
compounds health issues related to climate change. Rising
temperatures increase chemical volatility and, in poorly
ventilated homes, exacerbate the effects of heat stress and
pollution.

Economic & Social Implications
=

Despite their essential contributions to Ventura County's
$2.1 billion agricultural sector, farmworkers endure
economic instability due to inadequate wages, leading
to broader social issues, such as educational challenges
for children and decreased community cohesion.

Lack of Legal Protections

Economic vulnerabilities such as low wages and wage
theft increase health risks for farmworkers, who often
cannot afford adequate healthcare or housing.
Additionally, the fear of deportation prevents many
undocumented workers from seeking necessary medical
or legal assistance, further jeopardizing their well-being.

Overcrowding

Farmworkers in Ventura County often experience
overcrowding, with multiple families sharing small living
spaces. This not only increases the risk of infectious
diseases but also significantly impacts mental health
due to stress, anxiety, and the lack of privacy.

h‘é Housing Affordability Crisis

Farmworkers are considered 'cost-burdened,' often
spending over 30% of their income on housing. Achieving
affordable housing requires a substantial increase in
income, nearly triple their current earnings, underscoring
the disparity in housing access among this demographic.

Eﬂﬂ Access to Healthcare

The remote locations of many farms, compounded by
limited transportation and health insurance, restrict
farmworkers' access to medical facilities. This leads to
untreated health conditions and worsens the public
health crisis, underscoring the urgent need for
enhanced healthcare access and preventative services.

Successful Farmworker Housing Projects

Completed: Rancho Verde Project

¢ Description: Multi-family rental development with 24 units
comprising one, two, three, and four-bedroom apartments.
¢ Target Group: Farmworkers earning between 30-50% of the

Area Median Income.
¢ Outcome: Completed promptly and has maintained full

occupancy, underscoring the ongoing demand and success

of such initiatives.

In Progress: Ventura Ranch Housing
Project
e Future Development: A planned
328-unit housing complex on 19.6
acres, tailored for lower-income
households (earning 80% or below
the Area Median Income).

Addressing the housing needs of farmworkers is essential to ensure they can live and work in conditions that support
their health and productivity. By learning from successful projects such as Rancho Verde and advocating for
supportive policies and interventions, Ventura County- in collaboration with SCAG and community-based
organizations such as House Farm Workers!- can create a sustainable and equitable future for all its residents.



