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Introduction & Background

Fatalities and serious injuries as a result of a collision have been steadily increasing across the US.

California passed AB-902 in 2015 allowing for the implementation of cyclist/pedestrian diversion
programs. Diversion programs are local efforts involving municipal or county governments and local law
enforcement. The focus of these programs is to increase safety through education and reduce financial
impact caused by citations. In August 2020 the Los Angeles county Board of Supervisors adopted the
County’s Vision Zero Action Plan, including action B-2: “Identify process and partners for establishing a
diversion program for persons cited for infractions related to walking and bicycling.” On November 4th
2021, the LA Times published an investigation, “L.A. sheriff’s deputies use minor stops to search bicyclists,
with Latinos hit hardest,” highlighting this inequity. On November 16th 2021, the LA County Board of
Supervisors passes a motion directing Public Health to act on Vision Zero Action B-2. Communities of color
in poorer areas of LA County have the highest rates of citation including: East LA, Lancaster, Compton. We

are currently working with County agencies on a report for the Board of Supervisors to begin a pilot.
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Program & Project Overview

To begin implementation, DPH began meeting with stakeholders including Community Based
Organizations (CBOs), Law Enforcement (CHP & LASD), Criminal Justice Advocates, LA Superior
Courts and Public Works. Beyond these conversations, we investigated other similar diversion
programs in Gilroy, Sacramento, and Huntington Beach. There are two fundamental models for
these diversion programs: pre-filing and post-filing models. Through our various meetings, we
believe pursuing a pre-filing model would help reduce inequities from citations. In addition to
researching an ideal model, we gathered data from LASD to identify the area that would
benefit the most from a diversion program. Using citation data from LASD we identified which
areas have the highest prevalence of citations. This data helped identify which area would be
most suitable for the pilot diversion program.

' STATIONS WITH HIGHEST STATIONS WITH HIGHEST

BICYCLE CITATIONS PEDESTRIAN CITATIONS

East LA Station (286) Lancaster Station (360) Compton Station (258.8) West Hollywood Station (747.6)
Lakewood Station (233) West Hollywood Station (272) East LA Station (155.2) Compton Station (204.6)
Carson Station (165) Palmdale Station (269) Marina Del Rey Station (151.2) | Lancaster Station (198.6)
Lancaster Station (141) Lakewood Station (123) Carson Station (143.4) Palmdale Station (141.1)
Temple Station (100) Santa Clarita Station (114) . | Lakewood Station (95.4) Cerritos Station (65.8)

Source: Pascual 2020; LASD Citations (2016-2018)
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Recommendations & Conclusion

The County of Los Angeles can improve health by reducing collisions and fatalities by:

* Increasing investment in cyclist and pedestrian infrastructure. \/l S | O N

* Providing free cyclist and pedestrian safety education.

* Providing free safety equipment: bicycle lights & helmets. Z E R
* Inlieu of monetary fines, allow cited individuals to participate in a

diversion education program. LOS ANGELES COUNTY

* Evaluate the effectiveness of program and continue to monitor disparities.



